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Art Unit: 3751 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 4 contains the following informalities: 

The term "PTFE" in claim line 3 should be written in complete form and not 
abbreviated. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1, lines 8-9, the phrase "by means of which the flange part (2) can be 
connected to the container" is unclear and indefinite as to the structure being claimed. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the enameling" in claim line 13. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Taudt (6,209,884). 

Regarding claim 1, Taudt discloses a radial sealing ring (3) that is held in a 
housing (1) by a member (2) that has a cylindrical section and a collar portion with the 
member (2) having a taper at the end that is inserted in the sealing ring and the radial 
sealing member (3) is held between the housing and the member and the radial sealing 
member has a sealing area (5). 

In regards to claim 3, Taudt discloses the sealing area of the radial sealing ring 
has a corrugated terminal section (the radial sealing ring comprises of a bend in the 
sealing portion and seals against the housing as seen in Figure 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taudt in 
view of Scobie et al. (4,410,163). 
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Taudt discloses a radial sealing ring held between a housing and member to 
provide a seal. Taudt does not disclose the radial sealing ring having the free end being 
folded around a replaceable sealing element. However, Scobie et al. teach a valve seat 
having a free end folded around strands made of materials such as nylon or other 
synthetic polymeric materials or other materials that have the required qualities of 
elasticity and tensile strength in order to impart memory to the sealing section of the 
valve seat (col. 5, lines 61-66). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to fold the free end of the 
radial sealing ring of Taudt around strands of an elastic material as taught by Scobie et 
al. in order to impart memory to the sealing section of the valve seat to improve the 
longevity of the valve seat. 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taudt in 
view of Kieper (5,785,074). 

Taudt discloses a radial sealing ring held between a housing and member to 
provide a seal. Taudt does not disclose the material that is used for the radial sealing 
ring. Kieper teaches the use of Teflon (trade name for polytetrafluoroethylene) for the 
annular support seal member (Col. 6, lines 21-23). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to produce 
the radial sealing ring of Taudt of Teflon as taught by Kieper in order to increase the 
seal life of the radial sealing ring. 
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Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Miller (5,794,916) discloses a valve seal that is held between a 
housing and a valve member. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew J. Rost whose telephone number is 571-272- 
271 1. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-Th and 7:30-5 every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on 571-272-4835. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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